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‘British Medical Association. 
CURRENT NOTES. 


Motor Car Badge. 
In consequence of the objection taken by the Army 
Council to the use of the red Maltese Cross in the motor 
car badge as issued by the Association, it has been decided 
to print the badge without the red cross. Members who 
have already received the original désign should at once 
either cut off the upper part of the print on which the red 
cross appears, or apply to the Financial Secretary and 
Business Manager, 429, Strand, W.C.2, for a copy of the 
new print, which will be supplied to them gratis. Mem- 
bers who have not yet ordered a copy of the badge may 
obtain one cf the revised prints on application, price 1s., 
on the distinct understanding that the member to whom it 
is supplied will only use it when his car is engaged on 
professional or other purposes expressly authorized in the 
Motor Spirit (Consolidated) and Gas Restriction Order, 


1918, dated January 3rd, 1918. 


The Demand for an Increased Capitation Fee. 

As is well known, the last conference of Local Medical 
and Panel Committees on October 18th, 1917, instructed 
tue Insurance Acts Committee to press for an increase in 
the capitation fee from 7s. to 10s., this sum to cover the 
increased liabilities with regard to discharged disabled 
soldiers and sailors and all services now rendered to tuber- 
culous patients by panel practitioners. This decision was 
communicated to the Insurance Commissioners by letter 
on November 5th; a deputation waited on the Com- 
missioners on November 15th; and on December 8th 
a memorandum was forwarded to the Chairman of the 
Joint Committee of Insurance Commissioners setting out 
the veasons for the demand. ‘The memorandum was 
printed in full in the Suprtement of December 22nd, 1917; 
the Commissioners’ reply has not yet-been received. In 
reporting these matters to the Council of the British 
Medical Association on January 23rd, the Chairman of the 
Insurance Acts Committee pointed out that it might be 
necessary in the near future to call a conference of Local 
Medical and Panel Committees for the purpose of con- 
sidering the reply which is now awaited from the Com- 
missioners. The Council authorized the calling of such 
a conference if need should arise. 


Medical Fees for Private Practice. 

Asa resuit of statements in the lay press to the etfect that 
in certain districts medical practitioners were raising their 
fees, and of requests from many doctors for advice from 
the Association on this matter, the Council at its October 
meeting, on the suggestion of the Medico-Political Com- 
mittee, expressed the opinion that, without prejudice to 
the sufficiency or otherwise of medical fees before the war, 
under present war conditions individual or local collective 
action in the direction of securing an increase of medical 
fees is justified. Since then in a number of Divisions 
throughout the country steps have been taken to obtain 
the opinion of the local medical profession, and in many 
cases it has been decided that fees for private practice 
must be raised. There can be no question of the propriety 
and reasonableness of such a decision. Apart from the 
mag increased cost of living, medical practitioners now 

ve to pay more for everything used in connexion with 


their work. In the case of country doctors the enormously 
increased price of petrol would alone justify a higher 
visiting fee, whilst doctors who do their own dispensing 
are especially affected by the great rise in the cost of drugs, 
dressings, and appliances. 


Association Notices. 


CHANGES OF BOUNDARIES. 
Malta Branch. 

Notice is hereby given to all concerned of a proposal 
made by the Malta and Mediterranean Branch that the 
name of the Branch be altered to ‘‘ Malta Branch,’’ and 
that the area of the Branch in future consist of the Island 
of Malta and its Dependencies. 


THE ORGANIZATION OF THE PROFESSION 
AND RURAL PANEL PRACTITIONERS. 

Sir,—Dr. Baigent’s letter has at last roused the feelings 
of country practitioners in regard to the shockingly unfair 
way in which they are treated as regards payment under 
the Insurance Act. It clarifies matters and must be most 
instructive to urban practitioners, who have no conception 
of the trials of a country doctor. Take myself, for 
instance; I have a car and a motor bicycle. The former 
is in-dock for repairs, and I have to go over the most 
appalling roads, all ruts and mud—and what is worse, 
greasy mud. Iam continually skidding and every journey 


out is an adventure. Imagine what this is like at night- 


when I arrive home, looking as if I had just arrived from 
the trenches. It has to be endured to be believed. In 
the course of twenty years’ country practice I have been 
thrown out of a dog-cart three times, off my motor bicycle 
a good many more than that, not forgetting a rather nasty 
motor car accident. It is, therefore, not merely a matter 
of increased payment for mileage, but the conditions under 
which these journeys are made—increased expense and 
increased risk as compared with town doctors. 

It is indeed high time that country practitioners should 
act, and in this matter I am sure they will be supported 
by their town brethren.—I am, etc., 


Sir,—Dr. Ernest Martin, in the SuppLement of January 
19th, asks, “ How many years will the profession tolerate 
treatment from Government departments such as no right- 
minded body of working men would stand for months?” 
The answer is, Until the iron has entered the soul of the 


Rusticus. 


medical man and the profession realizes that union is * 


strength. He then suggests organizing the profession and 
making certain demands. For many years the Associa- 
tion has been endeavouring to orginize the profession, 
and the result has so far clearly brought into view the 
interesting fact that the average meciical man, in spite of 
urgent appeals, remains profoundly apathetic over any 
matter that concerns his interests. This is sufficiently. 
indicated by the care with which he absents himself ‘from 


meetings of his Division when business matters or medico- © 
political questions are to be discussed. . Possibly a perusal - 


of the history of the German Insurance Act will-help Dr. 
Martin to form an opinion as to how long it will be before 
the medical profession sinks its individualistic propensities 
and puts on the strong armour of “ Unity,” which alone 
will enable that body to win the fight with any Govern- 
ment department.—I am, etc., 


Torquay, Jan. 20th, G. Youne Eatzs. 
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ROYAL NAVAL MEDICAL SERVICE. 
THR fo!lowing appointments have been announced by the Admiralty: 
Stat? Surgeons G. C. Cross to the Indus; P. B. Egan, M.D., to the 
Topaze; Surgeon G. E. D. Ellis to the Hazard. Temporary Surgeons 
J. F. Macqueen to Sheerness Barracks and Yard; N. C. Carver, M.B., 
to R.N. College, Greenwich; W. McH. Binning to Portland Dockyard 
and Dépét; J. B. Mutch, M.B., F. C. Odling, F. N. Reynolds, W. D. 
Nicol, and H. B. Bullen to Plymouth Hospital; J. C. Blake, IE. A. 
Gibb, Bb. L. Skeggs, B. S. Collings, and H. G. Taylor to Haslar Hos- 
pital; J. C. Gie, J. J. Breanan, C. C. O'Malley, M. H. Jupe, R. W. Payne, 
C. V. lsard, and B. Maclean to Chatham Hospital. To be temporary 
Surgeons: H.s. Bryan, J. M. Higginton, C. Kk. Scales, E. A. Holmes, 
M. &. Jones. 
NAVAL VOLUNTEER RESERVE. 

Honorary Staff Surgeon C. S. Brewer promoted to Staff Surgeon. 
To be Surgeon Probationers: C. G. Payton, W. S. Moir, G. G. 
Buchanan, G. F.S. Parker, J. Yates, E. J. L. Jones-Evans, 


ARMY MEDICAL SERVICE. 
Surgeon-General T. J. O’Donnell, C.B., D.S.O., is plaeed on the 
retired list. 
Surgeon-General Sir W.G. Macpherson, K.C.M.G., C.B., M.B., is 
placed on retired pay. 


Royau M&pIcAL CoRPs. 

Temporary Colonel F. M. Sandwith, C.M.G., M.D., F.R.C.P., relin- 
quishes his commission on account of ill health. 

Lieut.-Colonels J. D. Ferguson, C.M.G., D.S.O., and B. Watts, D.S.O., 
relinquish the rank of temporary Colonel on reposting. 

Lieut.-Colonel L. Humphry, C.M.G., to be temporary Colonel 
whilst employed as Assistant Director of Medical Services of a 
Division. 

Temporary Lieut.-Colonel W. I. Donaldson, M.D., relinquishes his 
commission on ceasing to be employed at the Manor (County of 
London) War Hospital on account of ill health. 

Temporary honorary Lieut.-Colonel J. Macpherson, M.D., I’.R.C.P.E., 
relinquishes his commission. 

Major R. F. Ellery and Captain J. H. Gurley relinquish the acting 
rank of Lieut.-Colonel on reposting. 

To be acting Lieut.-Colonels:—Whilst specially employed : Majors 
W. W. Browne and P. Dwyer, M.C., M.B. Whilst in command of a 
medical unit: Majors R. C. Wilson, M.B., J. W. West, M.B., C. G. 
Thomson, D.S.O., Captain E. W. Vaughan, M.B., Temporary Captain 
J..H. Fletcher, D.S.O., M.C 

Temporary honorary Major K. Emerson relinquishes his commission 
on ceasing to be employed with No. 22 General Hospital. 

Oflicers relinquish their commissions:—On account of ill health con- 
tracted on active service: Temporary Captains E. C. E. Van Eyck, 
A. Stewart, M.B., F. W. Murray, A. N. W. Colahan, M.B., and W. F. 
Gibson, M.B. On account of ill health : Temporary Captains G. Morris 
and I’. C. Drew, M.B.; Temporary Lieutenant R. H.G. Bruce, M.B. 

To be temporary Captains: W.J.G.Gayton, J. T. Kitchin, M.D., 
R. K. S. Sutherland, M.B. Temporary Lieutenants J. S. Mitchell, 
M.B., F.R.C.S.E., T. A. Davidson, J. T. Bowman, M.D., D. V. O'Malley, 
M.B., J. E. Ainsley, W. E. Glover, M.B., J. M. Christie, M.B., 
F.R.C.8.E., H. J. Hoile, M.B., A. L. Robinson. 

To be temporary Lieutenants: W. Murray, M.B.,E. G. Bunbury, 
E. M. Grace, G. C. M. Davies, E. R. Griffiths, A. L. Black, M.D., G. A. 
Thompson, D. Davies, F.R.C.S., D. C. McCormick, M.B., A. W. 
Musson, M.B., C. G. Burton, D. Robertson, M.B., R. N. Porter, M.B., 
F.R.C.S., B. A. I. Peters, M.D., W. Robertson, M.D., F. J. Cairns, J. B. 
Taylor, G. T. Wrench, M.D. 

Temporary Lieutenants relinquish their commissions: A. McCreadie, 
B. 8. Hyslop, M.B., H. D. Pollard, M.B.. F.R.C.S., P. J. Holmes, T. M. 
Guthrie, M.B., H. R. Sinclair, M.B., F. W. Cheese, M.D., W. E. Ord, 
M.D., F. C. Sprawson, M.B., F.R.C.S., J. Young, M.B., H. G. Peel, 
T. Y. Finlay, M.D., E. Miskin, M.B., T. R. Wilshaw, C. L. Williams, 
C. K. Smith, M.B. 

Temporary honorary Lieutenant E. K. le Fleming relinquishes his 
commission on ceasing to be employed with British Red Cross 
Hospital, Netley. 


TERRITORIAL FORCE. 

Major (Honorary Surgeon Lieut.-Colonel) E. W. Barnes resigns his 
commission on account of ill health and is granted permission to 
retain his rank and to wear the prescribed uniform. 

Captain (acting Lieut.-Colonel) C. E. H. Milner relinquishes his 
acting rank on ceasing to command a general hospital. ‘ 

Captain A. H. Pemberton resigns his commission on account of 
ill health and is granted the honorary rank of Captain. 

Captain I’. V. Denne relinquishes his commission on account of 
ill health and is granted the honorary rank of Captain, December 
9th, 1916 (substituted for notification in the London Gazette of 
December 8th, 1916). 


called to a Notice (see Index to Advertisements—Important 
Notice re Appointments) appearing in our advertisement 
columns, giving particulars of vacancies as to which inquiries 
should be made before application. 

BARROW-IN-FURNESS COUNTY LBOROUGH.—Assistant Medical 
Officer, Assistant School Medical Officer, and Assistant Tubercu- 
4 Officer. Salary, £350 per annum (plus war bonus) rising to 

BRISTOL MEDICAL MISSION:—Superintendent. Salary, £300 per 
annum. 

BRISTOL ROYAL INFIRMARY.—(1) House-Physician; (2) House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £120 per annum. 

DERBY: DERBYSHIRE HOSPITAL FOR SICK CHILDREN.— 

_ Resident Medical Officer (lady). Salary, £200 per annum. 

DEWSBURY COUNTY BOROUGH.—Lady Assistant Medical Officer 
for Maternal and Child Welfare. Salary, £350 per annum. 

ae : KING EDWARD MEMORIAL HOSPITAL.—Ophthalmic 

urgeon. 

EVELINA HOSPITAL FOR CHILDREN, Southwark. — House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £160 per annum. 
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HEMEL HEMPSTEAD: WEST HERTS HOSPITAL.—Resident 

Medical Officer. 

ITALIAN HOSPITAL, Queen Square, W.C.—House-Surgeon. Salary, 
£159, with honorariuin of £50 per annum for acting as pathologist, 

——-. MENTAL HOSPITAL.—Assistant Medical Officer. Salary, 


LONDON COUNTY COUNCIL DENTAL CENTRE, Bethnal Green, 
—Anaesthetist. Salary, £25 per annum. 

MANCHESTER EDUCATION COMMITTEE.—(1) Lady Assistant 
School Medical Officer. Salary, £350 per annum, rising to £500, 
(2) Assistant School Medical Officer (temporary). Salary, £400 per 
annum. 

MIDDLESBROUGH: NORTH ORMESBY HOSPITAL.—Resident 
House-Surgeon. Salary, £300 per annum. 

MOUNT VERNON HOSPITAL FOR CONSUMPTION AND 
DISEASES OF THE CHEST, Hampstead and Northwood.— 
Radiographer. Honorarium, £100 per annum. 

NORTHAMPTONSHIRE WAR HOSPITAL, Duston. — Resident 
Medical Officer. Salary, £1 daily. : 

ROCHDALE INFIRMARY AND DISPENSARY.—Junior House- 
Surgeon. Salary, £200 per annum. 

SHERBURN HOSPITAL, near Durham.—Medical Officer to Charge 
of Infirmary and Dispensary. 

SOUTH LONDON HOSPITAL FOR WOMEN, Clapham Common, 
S.W.—House-Surgeon (female). Salary, £100 per annum. 

SOUTHAMPTON COUNTY BOROUGH.—Resident Medical Officer 
for Isolation Hospital. Salary, £400 per; am. 

STOKE-ON-TRENT COUNTY BOROUGH.—Yemporary Tuberculosis 
Oflicer. Salary, £500 per annum. 

UNIVERSITY OF LONDON.—External Examiner in (1) Obstetric 
Medicine, (2) Pathology, (3) Pharmacy. 

WAKEFIELD: WEST RIDING COUNTY COUNCIL. — School 
Medical Inspector. Salary, £320 per annum, ising to £400. 

WARWICKSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL,— Temporary Assistant 
County Medical Officer of Health. Salary, £400 per annum. 

WINCHESTER: HAMPSHIRE COUNTY COUNCIL.— Temporary 
Assistant County Medical Officer of Health. Salary, £400 per 
annul. . 


Yo ensure notice in this column—which is compiled from our 
advertisement columns, where full particulars will be found— 
itis necessary that advertisements should be received not later 
than the first post on Wednesday morning. Persons interested 
should refer also to the Index to Advertisements which follows 
the Lable of Contents in the JOURNAL. 


APPOINTMENTS. 

EDINBURGH RoyAL INFIRMARY.—The following appointments have 
been made:—Resident Physicians: A. R. C. M’Kerrow, to Pro- 
fessor Russell; J. Rauch, to Dr. Chalmers Watson. Resident 
Surgeons: Duncan Cook, M B., Ch.B., to Colonel Caird; D. A. 
Knight, to Colonel Wallace; Norman W. Johnston, to Captain 
Thomson; R. lL. Stewart, M.B., Ch.B., to Captain Miles; Charles 
Simpson, to Captain Dowden; Ernest G. Pyott, M.B., Ch.B., 
Ernest C. Fahmy, and KE. B. Thennissen, to Mr. Jardine in the 
Surgical Out-patient Department. Clinical Assistant: George 


The charge for inserting announcements of Births, Marriages, and 
Deaths is 68., which sum should be forwarded with the notice 
not later than the first post on Wednesday morning in order to 
ensure insertion in the current issue. . 


MARRIAGES, 


DykES—GREENWooD.—On January 19th, 1918, at St. Michael's Church, 
Bournemouth, Andrew Leslie Dykes, D., D.P.H., Temporary 
Surgeon R.N., younger son of Mr. Andrew Dykes, of Leamington 
Spa, to Gladys, youngest daughter of the late John Greenwood, 
Esq., of Manchester, and Mrs. Greenwood, of Ambleside. 

UMANSKI—LANDMAN.—On ‘Tuesday, January 29th, at the residence of 
the bride’s parents, 5, Newton Grove, Chapeltown, Leeds, by the 
Rey. I. Simon, of Manchester, assisted by Rev. M. Abrahams, 
B.A., and Rev. Koppel, Augusta Umanski, M.B., Ch.B., the eldest 
daughter of Dr. and Mrs. M. Umanski, to Samuel Landman, M.A., 
the younger son of Mr. and Mrs. L. Landinan, of Leeds. 


DIARY FOR THE 


MONDAY. 

MepicaL Society oF LoNnpon, 11, Chandos Street, W.—8.30 p.m., 
Papers postponed from January 28th on account of air raid: 
Major Walter Broadbent, M.D., R.A.M.C.A(T.): Interlobar 
Empyema and other Surgical Complications of the Thorax. 
Dr. H. A. Des Voeux: Eye Strain in General Practice (Analysis 
of 100 Cases). 


WHEK, 


RoyaL COLLEGE OF SURGEONS OF ENGLAND, Lincoln’s Inn Fields, 
W.C., 5 p.m.:—Monday: Professor Arthur Keith, Specimens 
recently added to the Army Medical Coilection. Wednesday: 
Professor J. Hutchinson, Surgical Treatment of Neuralgia. 
Vriday: Professor P. P. Coie, Treatment of War Injuries of the. 
Jaw and I’ace. 

Royat Society OF MEDICINE.—Section of Ophthalmology : Wednes- 
day, 8.30 p.m., Lieut.-Colonel R. H. Elliot, I.M.S.: Changes in the 
Vitreous from Penetrating Septic Wounds (Couching). Section 
of Epidemiology and State Medicine: Friday, 5 30 p.m., Dr. John 
Brownlee: The Epidemiology of Plague. Members of the Section 
wishing to dine should send in their names to Captain M. Green- 
wood, Ministry of Munitions, 7, Northumberland Street, W.C.2, 
by February 5th. For the remainder of the Session meetings of 
the Section will be held on the second Friday of the month 
instead of the fourth. 

{N.B.—Owing to the urgent need of food economy no refresh- 
ments will be served at meetings after February lst.] 


Printed and published by the British Medical Association at their Office, No. 429, Strand, in the Parish of St. Martin-in-the-Fields, in the County of Middlesex. 
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